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PART 1: The Church in its Rural Environment 

 

Setting of the Church  

 

Trusham is a small village of approximately 140 inhabitants and is one of several villages 

located in the valley of the River Teign. It is surrounded by farms and farmland. Nearby, 

much of the local stone has been quarried, although this industry has declined. 

 

The Church of St Michael the 

Archangel is situated in the south of 

the village and at its highest point. It is 

a Grade 2* listed building in a 

Conservation area. 

 It is surrounded by a churchyard which 

is still open for burials.  

A newly consecrated [2000] piece of 

land has extended the churchyard and 

is used for the interment of ashes.  

 

 

To the west is the former school, now 

used as the Village Hall. It was built in Victorian times and is owned and run by the village, 

not the Church. The Church’s PCC has recently granted access to the Hall through the 

churchyard so that disabled access to the Hall can be provided. 

 

The residential part of the village is largely to the west and to north of the church. There 

is a mixture of housing styles and ages, dating from around the 14th century to 2007.  

There are two almshouses in the centre of the village provided by John Stooke Junior to 

whom a monument has been erected in the Church. 

 

The old rectory is a medieval hall house, with a tithe barn, and is now in private hands. It 

stands in the lower part of the village, near the Cridford Inn.  It was probably the original 

manor house of Trusham. 

 

 

 

Social History 

 

The church was dedicated by Bishop Bronscombe in 1259, belatedly carrying out a decree 

of the Council of London, made in 1237, which ordered that all churches ‘not having been 

consecrated with holy oil, though built of old, should be solemnly dedicated within two 

years’.   



 

No patron saint was mentioned and the actual dedication of the church is uncertain, but 

has been assigned to St Michael because of its position at the top of a steep hill. The 

historian George Oliver considered the dedication to be to All Saints, from the will [dated 

5th November 1540] of Roger Doccomb, a former rector, who wished to be buried in the 

chancel of his church, leaving twenty shillings for ‘the repairs of the church of All Saints 

Tryssame.’ 

 

Trusham is the oldest of the Teign Valley churches.  Along with seventy eight other Devon 

churches it was listed by Bishop Osbern at the time of the Domesday survey in 1086, its 

nearest neighbour on the list being Chudleigh.  The manor of Trusham was held at 

Domesday by Alwine, Abbot of Buckfast, and had belonged to the Abbey, being most likely 

one of those estates ‘booked’ to the church either by Athelstan or Canute. At this time 

there would have been a small rural chapel to serve the spiritual needs of the Abbey 

tenants.  

 

The name Trusham originates from the Celtic Trisma, considered by Elkwall to mean 

‘brushwood’ or ‘fallen leaves’. It became Trisme for four hundred years and then Tryssame 

or Trysham in the 16th century.  The benefice was a very poor one, Ecclesia de Trisme 

being valued at ten shillings in 1268. For this reason the Abbey allowed the local chaplain 

to hold the Rectory for the payment of one pound of beeswax annually.  

 

Buckfast Abbey presented rectors to Trusham until the dissolution of the Abbey in 1539, 

the only lapse occurring as a result of the Black Death in 1348.  The rector of Trusham, 

William Dyngel, died from it, but the Abbot and Convent of Buckfast were also very badly 

hit and were unable to fill this and the next three vacancies. From 1351 to 1370 the 

rectors were appointed by the Bishop of Exeter.  In 1540 the Crown granted the manor 

and patronage of the church of Trusham to John Southcott of Bovey Tracey, ironically a 

staunch catholic, 

 

Personalities connected with the church: See reference to John Stookes [page 4] and to 

Hugh Staplehill [page 7] The Cornish poet, Charles Causley, owned a property in Trusham, 

wrote a poem called ‘Trusham’ and several others set in Trusham. Several of his family 

members are buried in the churchyard. His father’s name [incorrect spelling!] is inscribed 

on the village war memorial.  

 

Tim Pears, son of Bill Pears rector of Trusham, wrote a prize-winning first novel ‘In the 

Place of Fallen Leaves’. [Published by Black Swan 1993] Many villagers claim to recognize 

characters and events from Trusham. Mr. Pears was brought up in Trusham Heights, the 

new rectory, whilst his father served as Rector of Trusham. In 2009 he returned to 

Trusham to address the village’s book club at its annual dinner. 



Ernest Glendinning, founder of Glendinning Quarries of Ashburton lived in the village until 

his death in July 2008. The altar frontal was given by his family in his memory. 

 

The Church building 
 

The remains of a 12th century building are incorporated in the present structure.   

 

The nave The north wall of the Norman nave was removed in about 1430; the granite 

columns and the east and west responds (half-pillars or half-piers attached to a wall to 

support an arch) form three bays and stand along the line of the former wall, and are each 

of a single piece of moorstone; they have cup capitals and rest on massive bases, which 

may be the last remains of the outer wall of the original church.  The responds rest on 

‘cushion’ bases.  The three windows on the north side of the aisle are 15th century, partly 

of granite and partly of Beer stone; they contain 19th century stained glass.  

 

The pews According to notes written by the Reverend O. H. Carey [see Bibliography and 

APPENDIX 6] the  existing pine, stained pews replaced high pews which were removed by 

the same Victorian ‘improvers’ who removed the tub font, chancel screen and musicians’ 

gallery [see later references].  They are of poor quality, and of different styles.  The 

wooden platforms on which they stand bear the marks of holes which would have secured 

other pews  

 

When Glynne visited the church in 1845 [see Bibliography] he noted: In the nave were 
some pews and some plain open benches, the altar and rails ‘very mean’.   
 

The Diocesan Advisory Committee [DAC]’s record of informal discussion stated that pews 

are ‘of pitch pine with a typical West Country bench end. They were felt to be made of  
good wood, but are not part of a coherent scheme of furnishings in the building, and are 
not sufficiently significant in their own right that the DAC would advise that they should 
be kept.’  [24 March 2011]        [APPENDIX 8] 

 

An archaeological survey in September 2011 revealed that a concrete and stone support 

for the wooden platform in the north aisle had collapsed leaving the wooden platform 

unsupported in parts. A vault filled with rubble was also found. 

 

 



   
 

The end of a pew showing considerable 

decay. [The pew was removed from its 

position in the north aisle to facilitate an 

archaeological survey in September 2011.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stooke Monument 

At the east end of 

the north aisle is the large wooden monument to John 

and Mary Stooke in imitation marble, dating from 1697.  There 

is said to be only one other such monument in Devon in any way 

comparable.  John Stooke was the son of a yeoman farmer 

(also John) at Pristons in Trusham (now disappeared), who 

set up as a clothier in Chudleigh, making his fortune and 

enabling him to leave substantial moneys for charity in Bovey 

Tracey, Trusham, Ashton, and Christow.  The two almshouses 

in Trusham were provided in this way. 

 

[The Stooke monument was originally on the south wall of the chancel, whence it was 

removed in 1863 to its present place.  When it was taken down for restoration (1994) a 

pre-existing inscription, dating from 17th or 18th centuries was revealed, and under this 

at least three layers of plaster, bearing traces of older wall paintings.] 



 

The roof inside the church is now ceiled, so shutting off the oak 

timbers from view, but this was not as the builders originally left 

it.  Originally the timbers were wholly open to view; no bosses 

remain. 

 

 

 

 

 

Built into the south nave wall is the newel stair which gave 

access to the rood-loft.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The font, typically Norman, is made of Salcombe Regis stone and dates from the 11th or 

12th century.  It has been described as a plain tub font with mouldings.  Round the rim is a 

band 3 inches deep of incised trellis pattern, and 14 inches from the top are two roll 

mouldings set close together.  

In 1865 it was removed by Victorian ‘improvers’ and banished 

to a corner of the churchyard, being replaced by a modern 

Gothic one.  It was rescued by the Revd. 0. H. Carey in 1912, 

and when restored by Herbert Read great care was taken to 

make the base of corresponding material. 

It ‘was condemned to an ignominious existence under the 
churchyard yew tree’ The Reverend Offley Carey 1914, handwritten notes 

stored in the Devon Records Office. 
 

The chancel is believed to have been rebuilt in the 13th 

century, although no feature remains to show it.  It is 

covered with rough-cast, but the lower six quoin stones are of Chudleigh marble, the next 

six of granite, and the upper four of Thorverton stone.   

                                                                                

 

 



There is a 15th century priest’s door on the south side.          

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Near this is a Victorian credence or recess and below it a 

12th century piscina. The basin is square with scalloped 

sides and pellet moulding round the bottom.  It is fixed 

against the wall, supported by a new shaft.  Like the font it was ejected in 1865 but 

subsequently replaced.  

 

 

 

 

The decoration of the chancel roof and two frescos date from 1893 

[notes from the Reverend Offley Carey] The walls and the ceiling 

were stenciled. The angel depicted on the south wall was added in 

1865.  On the opposite wall there once was a painting of St Michael, 

now replaced by the stained glass window representing the ‘Agony in 

the Garden’ [1888]. 

 

 

In 1926 the altar and reredos replaced a ‘worm-eaten’ altar. [Faculty 

granted 1926]  

 

The wooden ‘retable’ and the altar were installed in 1926 [faculty granted] and fit 

underneath the stone reredos. They were made originally by Herbert Read of Exeter. The 

altar table fits exactly under the wooden ‘retable’ and was in that place until November 

2000 when the altar was moved forward, and a platform created to extend the area, which 

was then carpeted. A label still fastened to the back of the altar indicates that the altar 

was first delivered to the Rector of Tetcott, Holsworthy, by Southern Railway on 26th 

June 1924. 



 

 

 
 

Detail from the retable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 



     
Painted panels on east wall 

 

 

A new altar frontal was commissioned by the 

PCC in 2009, the fabric on the previous altar 

frontals having had significant age-related 

damage.   

It was given in memory of Ernest Glendinning 

[founder of Glendinning Quarries, Ashburton] 

who lived in the village until his death in 2008. 

The frontal was designed and made by Juliet 

Hemingray of Derby. She included images of 

leaves and the passion flowers which appear in 

the painted wall and ceiling in the chancel. 

On 22nd November 2009, the Bishop of Crediton blessed the new altar frontal at the 

service of celebration for the 750th anniversary of the dedication of Trusham Church.  

 

 

 The altar rail has four ornate metal posts 

supporting a wooden horizontal rail. This is 

hinged at the second and third posts 

allowing for the opening of the altar rail at 

its centre. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 When Glynne visited the church in 1845 he noted: In the 
nave were some pews and some plain open benches, the 
altar and rails ‘very mean’.   
 

The existing altar rails are ornate and it would appear that 

they date from after 1845.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staplehill Monument On the north side of the chancel, within an arch, is the oldest visible 

monument in the church.  It is a painting 

on wood and commemorates Hugh 

Staplehill of Bremell, who died in 1583.  

It shows Hugh and his wife Sabina, 

kneeling on either side of a prie-dieu.  

Behind Hugh are his sons, Thomas (died 

1599) and John (died 1605).  Behind their 

mother are ranged the three daughters, 

Elizabeth, Mary, and Amy. The words of 

the text open on the prie-dieu are clearly 

visible 

 

Blessed are all they that fear the Lord and walk in his ways: 
For thou shalt eat the labor of thine hands.  0 well is thee and happy shalt thou be: 
Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine upon the walls of thine house.  (Psalm 128) 
 

Polwhele stated that John and Mary Stooke are buried in the chancel. The slab 

commemorating Hugh Staplehill originally lay under the communion rails but was removed 

to the east side of the churchyard; the coffin-shaped brass that covered it is placed 

against the north wall below the painting. 

 

 

 

 

 



The chancel or roodscreen was originally installed in 1431 and there are still traces on the 

uprights of the medieval colours with which it was richly embellished; the lower panels, 

now missing, depicted seven saints, Peter, Paul, Andrew, James, Simon, George and Helen. 

The screen was restored in 1890 by Herbert Read,  

[See APPENDIX 6] 

‘In 1845….. the Rood Screen was abolished, the uprights were by a most happy inspiration 
stored away in the stable loft: the rest of it destroyed.’  The Reverend Offley Carey 1914, handwritten 

notes stored in the Devon Records Office. 

 

 

The same craftsman later made the lectern and pulpit, which is 

of carved oak with figures of the Evangelists under canopies.  

The rector, the Revd. O. H. Carey (curate, then rector, 1882-

1919), recorded that they were financed by the sale of honey 

from his bees.  It was in his memory that the rood [faculty 

granted] was given in 1924, again being carved in the workshop 

of Herbert Read. 

 

 

 

 

[18th January 1924 the PCC inspected the plan of the rood to be placed on the Chancel 

Screen by Miss Carey in memory of her father who had held the living of Trusham for 

37years. The Churchwardens signed the faculty and the Chairman undertook to send it 

directly to Mr. Read of Exeter]  

 

The screen separating the nave from the belfry was installed in 1926 to commemorate the 

Trusham men who died in the 1914 -18 war or as a result of injuries received during the 

war. 

 

                                    
 

Before the screen was installed evidence exists that boarding separated the nave and bell 

tower. In 1843, ‘ .. at the West End of the Aisle a singing gallery had been erected, the 
belfry cut off by boarding from the nave.’  The Reverend Offley Carey 1914, handwritten notes stored in 

the Devon Records Office. 

 



Before 1450.. It is very clear that the east wall of the tower was previously a bellcote, which would 
have held 2 bells in the open over the west gable. The granite lugs on which the bells rested can be seen 
in the arched openings, and this explains why these openings are different to those on the other 3 sides 
of the tower, and not central on the face of the tower they are in!. It also explains why the arch into the 
tower from the church is so crude...this was evidently cut in the earlier west wall when the tower was 
added on. 
 J G M Scott, F Mack and J Clarke: Towers and Bells of Devon, Mint Press 2007 (vol 2, p 411) 
 

 Pew ends showing the coat of arms of the Diocese of Exeter on left and of the Pole family 

on the right.  

 

 
 

 

 

The inscription around the screen is; 

AETERNAM REQUIEM DONA EIS DOMINE ET 

LUX PERPETUA LUCEAT EIS  

‘Grant them eternal rest, Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine on them’. 

 

 

 

 

The tower is low and plain.  It has no buttresses or pinnacles and has square-headed belfry 

windows on the south, west and north faces.  The base is undoubtedly older than the top, 

which was added to the church in the 15th century.  Under the rough-cast it is rubble 

built.   

St Michael’s, Trusham, is unusual for such a small church in that it has a peal of six bells.  

The oldest is medieval, it dates from about 1450 when the tower was built, and is a 



particularly fine casting from the medieval bell foundry of Exeter. It carries the Latin 

inscription 

 

PLEBS OIS PLAUDIT UT ME TAM SEPIUS AUDIT - 

‘All the people rejoice when they hear my voice’. 

 

Three of the bells date from the seventeenth century, the earliest (1623) bears the name 

of Adrian Norman, parson, Sanford Tucker and John Stooke, wardens.  Two more (1676 

and 1684) were given by John Stooke, son of the last, and already referred to (Stooke 

monument).  These three are Pennington bells, from the Exeter foundry of that name.  The 

last two were added in 1892 and 1899 by the Revd 0.H. Carey, both from the foundry of J. 

Warner & Sons of London.  By the early 1970s the bells had been declared dangerous; 

however a complete restoration was carried out in 1993 by Nicholson Engineering of Lyme 

Regis, Dorset, and they are now in full operation. 

 

In 1553 the Church Goods Commissioner found at Trusham ‘III belles in the towre their’.  

One of these was evidently the medieval bell which survives today. It is believed that the 

other two have been recast from the original bells.  

 
It is very clear that the east wall of the tower was previously a bellcote, which would have held 2 bells in 
the open over the west gable. The granite lugs on which the bells rested can be seen in the arched 
openings, and this explains why these openings are different to those on the other 3 sides of the tower, 
and not central on the face of the tower they are in!. It also explains why the arch into the tower from 
the church is so crude...this was evidently cut in the earlier west wall when the tower was added on. 
 
Ref: J G M Scott, F Mack and J Clarke: Towers and Bells of Devon, Mint Press 2007 (vol 2, p 411) 
 

The vestry was built to the south of the chancel 

in the 1950s, in memory of the late Revd. R. 

Kettlewell.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

When Glynne visited the church in 1845 it was covered in ‘glaring whitewash’. At this time 

the royal coat of arms occupied the place above the chancel screen where the modern rood 

now stands.  In the nave were some pews and some plain open benches, the altar and rails 

‘very mean’.   

 



The church was restored by R.W. Rowell in 1865 and 1890.  It is thought that the floors 

were tiled at that time and the memorial slabs known to have been set in the floor 

previously either covered over or removed. 

 

Outside the entrance porch there is a cobbled section.  

‘Waterworn Haldon flint and chert* cobbles survive outside the church porch and may once 
have surfaced all the church approaches.’ Teignbridge District Conservation Area Character Appraisals – 

Trusham 

*chert – flint like stone found in profusion in the Haldon area and in watercourses around the higher ground 

 
 

 

 

 

Extract from Statement of Significance written by Patricia Smethurst 

March 2012 


